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be lovingly opounded to. all. thofe 
Jefas Chrittin London and elfewhere, thatplead. 
OF preach for the ufé thereof} any 
Lord. efus Ghrift thar doth fo; By. 
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tellyou-the trath, Gal. 4.16. 


theretore according to your earne 
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For indeed, { cravel in birth with you, in- 


joying no reft within my ( fince in y ‘Papers 
you made this cruth of God’y Chrift in this and all 
ther of his commands be perfectly formed'in you, G4l.4.¥9- 

Wherefore my Friends, when received, 1 was mar- - 
vellonfly ftraightened, till 1 had in my duty , 
ft, and as-I judge (in the fimplicicy of 


our /pritited “Paper I underftood 


dation then what isdaidyof which Chrift jefus'is the.corner ftone, 


my foul) well intended defires, 1 made hafte inthis my undertaking from 
the word of truth,which you in your Paper hayejowned,. @nd I do 

will owne, as that rald we muft both: didected and 
according to the abiigy that God hath given ‘m¢, iP inlovéto 
fatisfic you according™o your caution, {hewing my xcadinefs in all pofli- 
ble meekne(s (as itiought to be inevery.onc of us) to render a realon 
-soalithat thallaskus, 1 Pet.3.15. My earneit prayer therewith to God 
being for you, that your hearts may be opened, 445 16.14. and your 
underftandings inlightned, Eph. 1.1 that Spirit of the almighty God, 


1! which onely leadeth into all truth, Zoom 16.13,1 3. through the hearing of 


faith, Gaal, 3:2. ‘shat workedrby love, Gal; demanftrare in acti+ 
on, James 2.14,18.) that you may not any longer, whilft ye oughtto be 
teachers and are'tcachers of others, have need chat one tcach you right- 
ly which be theifirft principles of the dofrine of Chrift: and fo your 
clves need milk, whilft yougive unto others ftrong meat, which 
{tand in need of milk'as wellas you; whichl in my prefent judgement 
do humbly conceive is nota right dividing ef the «ruth, 2 Tim. 2.15." 
Heb.§.12. 1 Cor.3.2. Heb.s.t4. | 

Wherefore as to the Queries (in which your non-fatisfaGion may be 


the main caufe why you a& thus) I thall affe@tionately indeaveur to give 
_ you fatisfation,and rhat particularly and briefly, conclading with a 
| ecaciat exhortation , both to you.and all the Churches that profefsto _ 


oye the Lord Jefus in finceritywherefoever itthallcome. 
Quer. t Firft you defireco know’, what youare commanded to fay or 


| do, that you may be found faithful in this point, otherwaies to be dif- 
7 covered difobedient unto @ command, by the word of God, which is the. 
enely dire&tor here, and that which fhall be our judge acthelaft day. 
| td 


To this ry anfwer is twofold: Firft, te what» you o | 
know of fay: and what ye onght to doin reference hereunto. 


Firft, If you will not difowne thar you here allow of,(viz. the word of 
_ one of'thofe principles (Which not iifele{s) Of the very foundation of - 


Secondly, ‘To cond, what >ye oughs ro: Lanlwes, if this be 
one of the principles of the foundation, lay 


is: mail. fer, -bahes,,: then.as y¢,oughe not: to ;caft-.away 
the Childrens bread, Alathhew 15.26. fo ought y¢ mot to caft away 
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theif milk; but feed-chem with it, 1 Cor.3.2. 


tty 


 ~Thirdly, In fim , thef things ye ouglir to fay, to reach, to do, asa 


added'to or taken from, undershe penalty of a fad and dreadfu) foul- 


aitonithing curfe, Rev. zz. 18, Wherefore whofoever he be chat laies a 


foundation with more principles adding thereto,lays not the fame, but an- 
other foundation , and wo be untohim , Rev, 22.18. And wholo¢cver 
he be that fhall laya foundation with le{s principles, taking from them. 
(‘¢icher Chrift the chiefe Pillar or any other pillar or principle of the’ 
foundation Jayes not the fame foundation, but anotlier, and wo be unto 


Nim, Rev.22.19. 


( if we know of ‘any, fay you) where our Lord Jefiis Chrift or any of his 


ought to practife, or fubmit unto laying on of hands. 
 Anfw.2. To this I anfwer, that from what hath been already faid, is 


fafficiently proved, not onely the teaching ir, but alfo a teaching icas a 


_ cor, or the perfon on whom hands were laid. 


ted unto by them : and the ground of this you fay is our blaming or re-_ 


abidech not in it, hath not God,2 


foundation-principle of Chrifts do&rine, which was alfo pradtifed by 


baptized believers with breaking of bread and prayer, 4ff.21.41. 
‘Secondly, If it be fo, as ic ismanifeft it is, that this not onely belongs 


: to the Do@rine of Chrift, but it is alfoa principle in the very foundati- 


on or ground-work of that doétrine, Heb.§.12. Heb.6.1,2. then are they 


fo forward in*teaching‘it, that they teach, whofoever tranfgrefleth 
9 vert, compared wit. 


hirdly, be fo that this'apperraineth ro the do@rine of Chrift, then 
‘fay, they doriot Barely’ teach it, ‘but alfo‘reach it to them to whom 


pared with 2 T7m.3.04.and2.2 
Par 3. You fay the reafon of this Querie is, the defire of many — 
« s fhould require hands to be laid onthem ; There- 
fore you defire of them¥o fhéw you fome place of Scripture (if they’ 
know any) that doth exprefs fuch a behaviour either of she Admiriftra- 


at baptized believer 


3. To this lanfwer, if baptized believers are babes in Chrift, 
they have need of milk, Heb,5.13,12. and if this be milk for them, ’as it is 


evident it is, comparing Heb.6.1,2. with $.12, then are they taught in Scri- 


- Quer. 4. You defire to know, if they can tell of any of the fervants of 
Chitift that evet did reprove or blame any fort of people, whether bap-, 
tized or mot, becaufe laying on of hands was not pra@ifed or fubmax- 


roving tliem thar do notfubmir, 

Anfw. 4. Tothis I anfwer, I donot finde thar for the negle& of this 

reproved any, néichier had net occafion by cheir omicti 


in the foundation of: the dodtrine of Chrift, otherwaies ye go a- 
out to lay another foundation than what ‘ig Jaid ; which is ncither to be” 


‘Quer. 2 Secondly, you defiré to know fome place‘in the word of God 


Apoftles or Difciples preached this doftrine, that Baptized believers 


ey teach it, to teach it others,that may teach it others, I Tim.4.16, come _ 
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theduty, thould we, ‘wherefore norwithftanding they occafion te. 

blame or reprore in this and fo did st not; yet having occafi- 
on, when the time cometh of Apoftacie forelpoken of; we not oncly may, . 
Quer. 5. You defire to kifow if any of them can inform you, which 
of all the laying on of hands in Script 


fire mentioned, Luke 23. 
‘12. Alavk 16.18. AG.6.6, 0 Tims. 
4514+ 8. 17./is called by Chrift or his Apoftles the.foundation: prin-_ 

ciple, or the beginning dodrine by fome text 

‘@1¢ from another, either in the qualifications of the adminiftrators or in 
perfons on whom hands were laid , fometimes it being before baptifme, 
fometimes after baptifme, fometimes to be brought before Rulers, fome~ 
¢:mes to heal the fick, fometimes to curethe lind, fomerimes to fet men 
apart to adminifter temporal chings, fometimes to fet men apart toadmi-_ 
nifter {pititwal things, fometimes hac men naight be gitred, fometumes by 
“men gifted to give the holy Ghoft co them that were not fet apayt to Off - 
ces, as many of themfelves fay (fay you) ficm 
- “Anfw. 5. To this I Anfwer briefly, that the knowledge of all of thefe. 
is proper to all, Rem.15.4. but the practice of that which is the foundati- 
on-Principle, is that particularly of gift. to.be communicated or dif- 


penfed unto every baptized believer, as milk for them whilft Babes, 4G. 
| -19.5,6. At.8.16,17+ compared with Heb. and 6,15,2.@ 


Qucr.é. You defire to know, (feeing that'Hcb.6.2. fpeaks of the laying 
on of hands as plural, asthe Doétrine of baptifmes; and doth not {peak 
of any one la yng on of hands particularly mor any other diftinéticn, 
neither of any cnd, purpofe, or event) what fafety is it for any man to 
conclude, that this in Hebrews is meant butof oneof themenly? |. 
TO this, Anfwer you, firkt of all,-4s our Lord and Mafter Jefus 
ea! Chrift aiifwered the chief Priefts,& Scribes,and Elders, as he was walking. 
| Temple hath, Mark 11. 28,29,30. Saying, I will ask you. 
one gueftion,which whether you an{wer me or no,I will proceedto the fur- 
ther difcovery of the fafery of concluding that this in Heb, 6.2..is mearit: 
__ but of one of thefe onely in the practice, as go be miniftred as milk for 
Babes, and likewile ofthatoncof gifting,, | 
Quer, Anfo. Fick, Then how know ye (Seeing Heb.6.2. {peaks of Bap-_ 
| tifmaes as plural, as well.as laying on of ‘hands, and doth not {peakofany 
_ one -Daptitme particularly, nor any other diftintion, neitheranycnd, 
rpofe, or event, more then layipg onof hands doth, That itis fafe 
any one to conclude, thar it is meant but of ane of them particularly, 
|. Anfw, 2, Secondly, That this js meant particularly) as milk for Babes, 
- | of them, and thar ofthisonc of gifting, prove. 


- 


be prattited by the Servants of Chrift 05 milk for babes,as you may, . 
Secondly, That.in Mark.16.18.and Ads 28.8.and 19.17. isno more 
prattice milk for babes,then the former ; but rather mest for trong 
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that were'to-go forth,and after Chrift, firft to divulge the Gofpelot> 


peace,whereby they. were co be confirmed asChriftians,co 


Thirdly, That in A&.6.6, isno more here meant as aforefaid, chen 
either of the former to be this milk for babes becaufe%t properly a 
gaimeth to particular men,fet apart co particular Offices for the well Being 
the’ Church of Chrift, but this as milk co all as babes in Chrift, Pet, | 
‘Fourthly, That in 42.13.3..is no more here meant as aforefaid. vo be 
milk tor babes, or particularly a feundation-Principle of the dorine of | Be 
Chrift, therany of the former ; becaufe it no more ‘appertaineth unto 
babes, bur ftrong men, even thofe fpoken of in Heb.5. 14. who by reafon 
~—s of. had their ienfes exercifed in difcecning good orevilwhoweremade- = 
be imployed in the work of the muniftery , therefarce to be feparated 
after that manner thereumo ; ‘fuch'l fay, as were gone beyond thefe 
ken of in Heb. 5, 12. being in a capacity of reaching others, havingne: 
need of laying againe in them che toundation of the Doétrine ot Chrift , | opt 
therefore neither can this be that meant in Heb.6.2. as the foundation or 
beginning principle which is milk for babes, Heb.5,12,13. and 6.1,2. 
_ Fifthly, and Jaftly, {ceing none of thefe as aforefaid can be thar 
ing on of hands hesemoant, and this’ of gifting 1 Tim. 4.14. AG.19.6. 
AG.8.17. may for che reafons following, it will be fafe forallmen tocon- 
clude, that chis.in Hebrews is meant (as aforefaid,which is pra@ically) 
but of one of them onely, and that of giting, a4 
Firft, Becaufe every babe iscapable hereof, whichthey are notof the | 


» Secondly, Becaufe every babe hath need thereof, which they have nes 


/. ‘Thirdly, Becaufe we finde examples for it, 4% 19. 6. 44.8. 17. asto 
“babes with the annexion of the reward of che {ubmiffion, 
Quer-7. Seeing, fay you, many draw inferences or deduGions (as 
| they call them) from feb.6.2, to maintain one laying on ot hands @néety, 
none of chem upon the forementioned confiderationsy neither in the 
a | end, purpofe, or event, therefore we defire to’ know;- whether you judge | 
oft a command of our Lord Chrift, chat any mans inference or deduGion 
 fhould: be of binding ferce in. point of faithor obedience, 
To thist anfwer, thar I-bave now hopes you will bétully 
fatisfied (as well as chert alfo rhat ogeafioned your writing, ofthe 
probability both of che purpofe, andevent of the laftof thele,of 
Secondly, To the fecond. pare of your Quere; If therebeoccafion 
for to anfwer it, I pudge not chat any mans inference ordedu€tion, as 
tearm it fromone phrafe of Scripruré; ‘fhould befo, farther then 
Scriptures, comparing {piritual things with {piritual, 1 Cor.2.1 2,43. 
Quer: 8, You defire'to know of them, what they willreferyouro,as 
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a fure rule to try inferences of soon 


becauferthe of men-. 


8. To this 1 anfwer again, to of truth, wherein we , 
are dire@ted by the Spirit of truth, 16.23. 1 Cor.12.8,10. received 
from God throughthe laying on of hands, 4@.19.6. without which Spi-. 


rit ye can do nothing, 1 Cov. 2. 10,11, Wherefore I fhall in the name of 
Jefus Chrift, Son of the ecernal God, and elder. brother to che Saints of | 
God, with all meeknefs humbly intréat you to take into, feriows confide- 
ration the Scriptures Ihave inferted , and let me beg your thoughts upon 
them, manifefting thereby the reality of what you have profeflediin your. 
- paper, viz. your unfained fearch after the truth as it isin the dodtrine of | 
: confider thefe, I fay, have inferted,'thofe fhallinfert, with all 
others to the aforefaid purpofe you( Bereaa-like may, and ought to fearch. 
| for, AG.17.11. Fokm 5.39. and; be perfwaded in love co fubmit unto 
.' | the will of God in this particudar, which is his approved-ot way; for his 
beftowing of his Spirit upon us, 44.8.3 7. in whacmeafure he (hall pleafe, 
| 1 Cor.t2, 11. to the fearching out of all things, even the deep things of. 
God, Cor.2.10. without which it is impoffible to know them, 
12, Wherefore if you have any-confolation in Chrift, if any comfort in 
love, ifthe leaft fellowfhip of the Spirit, ifany bowels,ofimercy, fulfil ye 
my joy, by being like minded with us in praGifing of all the commands — 
of all che cominands of our Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrift, that you with | 
us may be his friends indeed, rob 15.14. This in love I leave with you,. 
and proceedtoageneralExhortation | 


5 { 


4 
| 
| | | | | 
ii 
ta 
p | 


4 


all Baptized Churches, not yet 
_ under the prattice, accordingtothe 


rule of the word of God, asafoun~ 


dation-principle of the Do@trine 

N the the name of the exernél God, dot beltech you, Oye baptized 
Chur wsdl you, O ye baptized 

ches sto-the Law and co the, ceftimonies, 23. and|thereeza- 
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. mine you your praifes, trying, I fay, if you be in the faithor no, 2 cy, 
13g. which chat youmay do, asl have in love exhorted the world, ina 
| general exhortation about a year ago; fo with the fame aftec&ion, and 
- much more,do | exhort you to ¢xamune your principles, or foundation 
- upon which you build that fabrick,which you call the temples of the moft 
_ high God; if it be right, it is agrecable to the rule and meafure of the 
- Word,without adding or diminifhing,which is the rule and fquare, without 
which we may not, may we cannot build the houfe of God, 5 Cer.3.4, 
Compared with Eph.2.20. 2 Revtel, andai.tg, Heb.g, 
4. Wherefore with: all carneftnefs of {piric, 1 befeech you take up che 
-rule,or read the word of God, and meafure by way of examination yeur - 
fouridation ; fince if it be not the foundation already laid in the 
of truth, it is not the foundation of Chriftianity, fince other 
dation can no man Idy chen what 1s laid,of which Chrift Jefus is the chief 
‘corhér ftone, 1 Cor,3.11. with Epb,2,30. Wherefore examine if you have 
_Jaid your foundation with this corner-ftone, and repentance from dead — 
‘works, faich towards God, baptifins, laying on of hands, refurreGtion 
from the dead, and erernal judgement as principles, Heb.6.1, 2. if not, 
know ye, according to the difcovery of the word of truth, rhac whether 
ye leave out the chief corner-ftone or principle, or whether ye Jeave out 
repentance from dead works, or baptifms, or laying on of hands, or any 
ochet ; ye thus teaching and practfing, alter the foundation of the 
dogrine of Chrift, asmuch as in you lyeth: but you cannot alter ir, ic 
is not his bue "your own. Neverthelefs, with the Apoftle, I have con§- 
dence concerning you, that ye will do the things commanded us of God, 
*® Thef.3.4. by Chriftand them that heard him, Hcb.2.3. although as yer 
ye do them but in part,wherefore confider I pray you, firft, chat he which 
offendeth in one point, is guilty of all, Zames 2.10, — 
2, Thatthey are lyers, whofoever they be , and how fairly foever they 
| shee the commands of Ged 3; and the-truth is not in 
fhall wethiak of fomte that fay they are Chriftians,and 
net buile up upon the foundation of the doftrine of ChriftaRev.3.9. 
_ Now therefore {eeing you have left out but one-Principle of thisfoun-. 
‘dation, and cannot truely build the houfe of God without ir, becaufe up- 
on no other bur its own, take to yeur felves this principle of Laying on of 
hands.as milk for babes, Heb,s.12,13, & 6:.1,0. of foanuch uft, andfo 
the Saints of ‘God as it is; it being Géd’s ordinaty 
way.of *beftowing gifts upon, them, 44s 8.17,18. & Wherefore I 
befcech you that none of you negle& any longer. thate giftrfhoyld be 
given you by the Laying on of thehands ofthe Presbytery, 1 Tim.t.14.but 
thereunto, that fome ufeful gift or gifts fhould be given 
you to profit -withal, as many of your friends have expected, and 
Sond made good unto them, as they alfo-had in Ads 19.6. enjoying the . 
gifts of knowledge, faith , or prophecie ; and net not of tongues, 
«which ferved for fignes, 1 €or,14.22, yet of ufeful gifts for the 


i 


cer 


i 
4 
] 
5 
3 
De 
43 
¥ 
$ 
= 
y 
ty 
| 
] 
| 
vis 
4 
4 
é 
i 
4 
4 
Be 
a: 
2 
~ - q 


| panes with being difobeyers of the Commands of God, cakers‘awa y of 


* God the Father,through our Lord Chrift, for a pra 


profit wihal, according 1 


| Therefore,O my 


which place 


33 7s 10,11. 


Wheretore, would we have our knowledge increafed, our.faithincrea- 
fed, our gifts enlarged , and we our felves vindicated from being juflly 


thec ns milk, layers afide of one of the Princi les of the foundation | 
of Gods houfe, which we fhould build withal ; which before we Rave laid, 
we cannot go on unto perfection, Heb.6.1,2. Let us all with joyne con- 
fent own the foundation of Chrifts doctrine ; and own it fo, thac whoever 
brings any other, and not che fame,whether added fo or diminifhed from, 
let us not countenance him, by receiving of him into our houfes, or bid- 
ding of him God fpeed, 2 Job.10.11, for he comés under the curfe, Rev. 
me friends, I humbly beg you to confider the dangerous 
confequence of altering the foundation that God himfelf hath laid, by 
taking from, or adding to the fame foundation ; hoping and praying to 
ical anfwer, through 
his enabling of you, with readinefs and willingnefsto clofe herewith,thar_ 
you may in be che people of the Lord our righteoufnefs, P/al.110. 3. 
 Acordial friend to you,andallcharlevethe 
| Lord Jefus in fincerity, and inthe wuththereof 
keep his commandments, wherefoever they be, 
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| |... before the Right Honourable, 
‘Tuomas VINER; 


into his Majoralty. 


SpuRSTOWE,D.D, | | 
Minifter of Gods Word at i 


Job 29. 145 15. 


| 
by for Rothwell, at the Fountain and 


1 O&ob. 30. 1653. at Pauls Church 


Lord Major, 
- And the Aldermen of the City of London. 


Being the firft Sermon after his entrance 


“NY. 


neere London. 


“Pium nomen impii reatus. Sale. 
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